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itself and agreed to allow members of the parties affiliated with the Soviet to hold office in the Provisional Government (May 1). Guch-Jkov resigned on April 30 and Miliukov two days later. He was asked by his colleagues to exchange the foreign office for the ministry of education, but this he refused to do. With two of the most unpopular ministers out of the way, the Provisional Government was reorganized on May 5 on a coalition basis, that is, with the participation of parties represented in the Soviet. In theory, at least, the regime of "dual power" came to an end.
LENIN AND THE BOLSHEVIKS
The formation of the coalition government was preceded by an event which, trivial in itself, nevertheless ushered in a new and decisive phase of the revolution: on April 3 Lenin returned to Petrograd. Since the end of 1907 Lenin had remained abroad; at the outbreak of the war he was arrested by Austrian authorities at Poronino, in Galicia, but was soon released, went to Switzerland, and lived in Berne and later in Zurich. During his stay in Switzerland Lenin's attitude towards the war, which was to play so crucial a part in Russian events in 1917, was formulated in numerous writings, especially in Theses on the War (August, 1914), a book on imperialism (1916), and various papers and pronouncements in connection with the Zimmerwald (September, 1915) and Kienthal (April, 1916) conferences called in an unsuccessful attempt to revive the Second International, an organization of socialist parties that ceased to function with the outbreak of hostilities. The gist of Lenin's argument was that imperialism and its concomitant, war, were inherent in a bourgeois society; struggle for peace, therefore, was a revolutionary struggle against capitalism; the imperialistic war must be transformed into a civil war; socialists had the duty to strive for the termination of the slaughter, and cooperation on their part with national bourgeois governments (voting for military credits, participation in war cabinets, as was the case in Belgium, France, and England) was treason to the cause of the working class. Although these preachments had little immediate effect, they are essential to an understanding of Lenin's subsequent activities.
Viewed in retrospect and against the background of the communist revolution, the figure of Lenin has acquired the elements of legendary greatness, and it is often .taken for granted, not merely in Soviet historiography, that he was endowed with almost superhuman power of